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.. Mister! 


4 
te ff 
mT vou suddenly 
a. went quiet. 
= It was a bit 
worrying. ul 
AT 


\ 
Don’t be 
so mean |\\ 


Hey boss~ 
You do recognize to hained, 
that person, yeah? 
You haven't 
forgotten ; TRY J) 
who we are? I’m starting s 
to wonder if a) Bal 
you remember | 
how you got ne 
ie here in the 
N first place. = —" 


Looks to me 

like his mind’s 

just someplace 
else, eh? 


Ally 


You are 
b okay, right? if 


Did L... - 
Were you ~) -4 
reminded of | 
N 


the orphanage? te 


So, uh, 
what was your 
name again, 
buckaroo? 


ie 


MZ 
You seem too Hey! What the Aye, that’sa 
drunk to be talking, trick, big guy! pretty name. 
so keep out for a t I was talkin’ = N 
sec, will ya~ Es é 2 a 
3 t'em first! => (<F 
S NO y Heli 
7 Ze o ; 
You're gonna She ° 
scare the lad. = 4 


TZ mi 


Puttin’ that aside, 
you're green 
asa sprout... 


I turned 
twenty not too 


/ long ago. 
| ®& 


SO you 
i leapt into this 
biz like just 
& = yesterday?! 
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Yep, all 
grown up 
now! 


Look here, 
I'ma full- 


It’s been that J Hedged Fixer 
long, has it... 


just like 


you! 


Lemme guess, 
"I wanna bea big, 
strong, powerful 
Color just like 
you, Vergilius!” 

Right? 


Let's not get 
hasty. No way 
You have no idea I aie 
—/ how much respect that much. ja < 
Lhave f Ihave a long 
Bye Sony Os way to go before 
You always did You know, can reach that 
- your best to keep they say you | level. I don’t have 
; us from harm. should dream F} any specialties, 
big. unlike him... 
\ : 1 


And make 
them pay for 
what they’ve 
done, I’ve got 
to climb to 
your league, 
right? 


Still... 
If I want to 
find those who 
destroyed the 

orphanage... 


..~Our boss 
isn’t out for 


4 !———~\ blood ‘bout 
AN zee it, either. 
NZ" its 


Doesn’t seem 
like tl 


.Sir, while on 
the topic of... the 
orphanage— 


Some things... are 
better left behind 
and forgotten. 


Then you must 
know she and Would you like 
I were good to join me, sir? 
friends, too, | 
right? fy &S 


She promised aaa 7 
to meet again, \ 
telling me ( \ a Se 
where to go \ \ 
in private. \ 


.. To see her 
in person? 


And she 
usually never 


: ww) $j opened up 


to anyone 
‘ but me! 
V I'm sure she'd 
love a reunion 
SX with you... 
All Lapis S™ N Maybe she'd want 
SSE \ to show you that 
talked about =~ eure. 
wee you. = good spirits and 
Vergilius, NS SS éepiny on: 
sir. = . like me. 
SSS “< 


No thanks, 
you can go 
on your own. 
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There's... 
no good reason 
for me to meet 


them in person 
anymore at 
this point. 


mi 


| 
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oe == 
The mood here’s : 
grilled 


kinda tanked... drumstick 


How’s about 
we go for one 
more round? 


aaaam gonna go 
with this pear- 
scented liquor. 


Ask ‘em to 
put a small fin 
Y for mine. 


Ah, I'd like 
a glass of 


hirezake... 


2 
Please don’t 7 
/} order more than 
you can eat, 


Ms. Rikakoy, 


eS a . 
Ss 
Why the long \\ KNANSS O 
face, buckaroo! 
Reunions should © \q S 1 C4 
be happier! . — ( “os / : fa 
y/ ) @ 


Pass over a cool 
glass o’ milk, 


bartender! 
> 
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a aa — 
Ce) ~ y Cw, \ 
\ \ Yi > | fe a 7) 
— \ st 
Just drink <= 


away all 
ya worries 


for tonight~ 


\NN| £xcuse me, 


\ 
yo” NN V sir..! 


Sorry to 


see Lapis... ¥\ 
\ 


bother you so \T « h 

late at night... 

.. went out 

ys to meet Lapis, 

£\ eo and... a 
Cm), Gi f 
ig N y | Y 
Mag h The... [ dunno 
Hue _ 1) how to... 
y / | You see, I— 
\ : 
... What's 
goingon pp. 
fe : 
: a 
...Okay, 
um... 
wel 
Xe 
Thad gone to 


something 
Just doesn't 
feel right 
about that 
pDiace..!! 
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There were \S3og% 
\: suspicious— \ev% 
"| looking 
sculptures 
Inside... 


by} 
0) 
yy i; 
De 
\ Y “ { ) 
And the 
people looked 
like Syndicate 


members... ! 
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I 
yy « : 
y 
y 


Wh 
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®& Grose AX x f AG | X 


Nee woah S 
There was geminal I think th 
also someone = We Laie d 
who seemed like wall es si pseintt ates 
y Yh f to represent a 
an officer of Ga Ss pretty high 
the Ring. =a () position in that 
R Finger, too... 


How many 
coils did the 
ring have? 


A Maestro 
of the Ring is + 
F over there? 5 
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Sir, something's 
definitely wrong 
there, I can 
feel it! 


